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“I know, too, that I shall never know
God if I do not wrestle with and against
evil even at the cost of life itself.”

— Gandhi
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“The longer I live, and especially now, when I vividly feel the
“fearness of death, I want to tell others what 1 feel so particularly’

4]



clearly and what to my mind is of great importance, namely, that
which is called ‘passive resistance’ but which is in reality
nothing els: than the teaching c;f love wuncorrupted by false
interpretations. That love, which is the striving for the union of
human souls and the activiiy derived from it, is the highest and
only law of human life, and in the depth of his soul every human
being—as we most clearly see in .childern—feels and knows this ;
he knows this until he is entangled by the false teachings of the
world. This law was ﬁroclaimed by all—by the. Indian as by the
Chinese, Hebrew, Greek and Roman sages of the world. T think this '
law was most clearly expressed by Christ, who plainly said, ‘In
love alone is all the law and the prophets’-- .

‘He knew, as every sensible man must know, that the use of force
is incompatible with love as the fundamentallaw of life , that as soon
as violence is permitted, in whichever case it may be, the iusufficiency
of the law of love is acknowledged, and by this the very law of love
is denied. The whole Christian civilization, so brillinat outwardly, '
grew up on this self-evident and strange misunderstanding and
contradiction, sometimes conscious but mostly unconscious.”

Berbran Wil Igian wfowe) e fTwtn o ~fadfe o f3firs fee @
Sfryed—

“In acknowledging Christianity even in that corrupt formin which ’
it is professed among the Christian nations, and at the same time in
acknowledging the necessity of armies and armament for killing on
the greatest scale in wars, there is such a clear clamouring contra-
diction that it must sooner or later, possibly very soon, inevitably
reveal itself and annihilate either the professing of the Christian
religion, which is indispensable is keeping up these forces, or the
existence of armies and the violence kept up .by them, which is
. not less necessary for power-.”
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“Therefore, your activity in the Transvaal, as it seems to us, at
this end of the world, is thc most esszntial work, the most impor-
tant of all the work now being done in the world, whercin not only
the nations of the Christian, but of all the world, will unavoidably
take part.”
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“Therefore, your activity in the Transvaal, as it seems to us, at
this end of the world, is thc most ess:ntial work, the most impor-
tant of all the work now being done in the world, wherein not only
the nations of the Christian, but of all the world, will unavoidably
take part.”
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“Persons in power should be very careful how they .deal with
a man who cares nothing for s:nsual pleasure, nothing for riches,
nothing for comfort or praise or promotion, but is siinply determined
to do what he believes to be right. He is a dangerous and uncomfor-
table enemy, becaus: his body which you can always couquer, gives
you so little purchase upon his 'soul.” ‘
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lism that is to-day animating much of Indian thought and for this
no complete or permanent cure had ever been or ever will be found
in strong action by the Govcrnment.”
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“How Mr Gandhi managed to stand the physical and mental
strain of that Conference has always been a marves to me. Without
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fail he was there at th/e beginning and he remained till the end of the
day’s work. A notec made at the time tells me that on- some days
as many as 80,000 words were spoken. But Mr. Gandhi’s real task
only began when the Conference adjourned. Hour after hour till
late in the night, and early in the morning, he was engaged in
conversations and interviews with the different interésts, doing his
best to get them into line and to bring them to his, own way of
thinking, Prime Ministers and Dictators have means and oppor-
tunities of imposing their views on their peoples, but it is doubtful
whether there has cver been any man, other than Mr, Gandhi, who
has in his lifetime won so many millions of men over to his side by
his own efforts and example.”
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‘The first time I found myself in his presence, the Mahatma said
( just as Lenin had said), “I cannot pose, you must let me go on
with my work, and do the best you can.”

Gandhi squatting upon the floor proceeded with his~ weaving.
Lenin in his office chair went on reading.

I sensed—on both occasions—a silent resentment, but in each
case it ended on terms of grcat mutual friendship. One day Gandhi
in almost the same words and with the same ironical smile as Lenin,
observed $

“So you are a cousin of Mr. Winston Churchill !®

It was the same old joke ¢ Winston’s relation fraternising (yés i)
with his arch enemy ! And Gandhi pursued s

“You know he refuses to see me ? But you will tell him, won’t
you, from me how glad I am to see you.”

Lenin in much the same way $ *You will tell your cousin-.-etc®

And when their respective heads were finished and I asked
one and the other the qhestion ¢ *What do you think of it ™ They
answered identically, *I don’t know-~I cannot judge my own face,
and I know nothing about Art—but you have worked well I*
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“The conviction came to me, that not since Socrates hasthe world
scen his equal for absolute self-control and composure ; and once or
twice, putting myself in the place of men who had to confront that
invincible calm and imperturbility, | thought T understood why the
Athenians made the ‘martyr-sophist’ drink the hemlock.”
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“The outcaste is a by-product of the caste system. There will
be outcastes as long as there castes. And nothing can emancipate
the outcaste except the destruction of the caste system.”
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“The latest act of Mahatma Gandhi in suspending civil
disobediencc is a confession of failure. We are of opinion that the
Mahatma as a political leader has failed. The time has come
for a radical reorganisation of the Congress on new principles with
a new method for which a new leader is essential, as it is unfair to
expect the Mahatma to work a programme not consistent with
his lifelong principles.”
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“When a revolutionary party has not the support of a majority
either among the vanguard of the revolutionary class, or among the
rural population, there can be no qucstion of a rising. A rising
must not only have this majority, but must have s (1) the incoming
revolutionary tide over the whole country , (2) the complete moral
and political bankruptsy of the old regime, for instance, the Coali-
tion Government, and (3) a deep-scated sense of insecurity
among all the irresolute elements,”
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“That is the comsideration that has weighed with me all these
twenty-two years. 1 waited and waited, until the country should
develop the non-violent strength necessary to throw off the foreign
yoke. But my attitude has now undergone a change. I feel that
I cannot afford to wait. If I have to wait, I might have to wait
till doomsday. For the preparation that I have prayed for and
worked for may never come, and in the meantime, I may be enve-
loped and overwheimed by the flames that threaten all of us. That is
why 1 have deci}lod that even at certain rigks, which dre obviously

involved, I must ask the people to resist the slavery.”
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“Make 5o mistake about it.. The old fan is the biggest thing
in Todia.-- He has been good to me..If he had come from South
Africa and been only a saint he might have taken India very far.
But he was tempted by politics..--I have been here six years and I
have learned restraint.--but if I felt that Gandhi was obstructing the
wareﬂ‘ort Iwould have’to bring him ynder control.”
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“The main principles on which the first all-lndia Muslim
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“Because of the terrible happenings in the world, I do not want
to live in darkness and madness. I cannot continue....” He
paused and I waited.

Thoughtfully he picked up a strand of cotton, gave it a twist,
and ran it into the spinning wheel. “But if my services are needed,”
he went on, “rather I should say, if I am commanded, then I shall
live to be one hundred and iwenty-five years old.”

€7 T WA WD e | SRR oAl QI o | oW R
e | oY @t e fof B o qitwtfen e ¢

“Ah, ah!” he said, “How shall I answer that!” The charkha
turned busily in his agile hands for a moment, and then he replied,

“I would meet it by prayerful action.” He emphasised the word
“action,” and 1 asked what form it would take, !

“I will not go underground. I will not go into shelters. I will
come out in the open and let the pilot see I have not the face of
evil against him.”

He turned back to his spinning for a moment before continuing.

“The pilot will not see our faces from his great height, I know.
But that longing in our hearts that he will not come to harm would
reach up to him and his eyes would be opened.”......
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