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“They have deported men without trial, they have filled

jails with men whom the people believe to be innocent, they
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have quartered punitive and military police in various parts
of the country to create terror in the minds of tens of thou-
sands, they have pitilessly punished little boys, uninformed
youths, conductors of newspapers and some well-known
popular leaders. And the result 7
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“Well, the police in the interior have had to be doubled
and trebled. The District Magistrates have, as a rule, to keep
themselves constantly guarded, additional officials, both
civilian and non-civilian, have had to be posted in several
districts, and a feeling of vague uneasiness now fills the mind
of almost every European official in the country. And in
thus seeking to infuse terror in the hearts of the people,
Government have only made its own cfficials extremely
nervous—some of them ludicrously so.
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“Is this not a most extraordinary spectacle ? The young
men who are undergoing trial for ‘waging war against the
king are quite unconcerned about their terrible surroundings
and their dismal outlook......The jail, even gallows, seem to
have no terror for them. No, they appear to be cheerfully
courting them. The repressive measures have thus proved
a failure in respect of those for whom they are intended.
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The best advice which one can give to Government is to
ask it to remember that 1t cannot afford to make its consci-
ence muddy. For, a ‘bad conscience makes cowards of us
all.’  You may gag, bind and disarm a whole nation and arm
the ofticials with powers from head to foot. The latter
would yet show symptoms of nervousness and yield to panic,
it their conscience 1s not clear. It is, therefore, essential that
the rulers should teel that they deserve well ot the people—
that the latter have no grievances against them.”
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To His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal

The humble petition of Khudiram Bo:e, prisoner,
Muzafferpur jail.

Most respectfully sheweth—
1. That Your Honour's petitioner has been convicted of

nurder by the Additional Sessions Judge of Muzafferpur and.
entenced to death.
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2. That Your Honour's petitioner preferred appeal to
the Hon'ble High Court but the same has been dismissed and.
sentence of death confirmed.

3. That soon after the arrest of Your Honour's petitioner
he made a confession before the District Magistrate, Muza-
fferpur in which he took the responsibility of the offence
on himself.

4. That Your Honour's petitioner did this in order to
screen Dinesh Chandra who was the real perpetrator of the
bomb outrage at Muzafferpur, and who had not been
arrested up to that time.

5. That this point was urged by Your Honour's peti-
tioner's pleader before the Court of Sessions, as will appear
from the newspaper reports of the proceedings published in
the Statesman dated the 14th June 1908, of the 16th June
1908 and was also set forth in the petition of appegl
presented to the High Court.

6. That Your Honour's petitioner denied in the petition
of appeal that he had thrown the bomb, and Your Honour’s
petitioner’s pleader also advanced arguments in support of
this plea before the Court of Sessions as it would appear
from newspaper reports referred to above.

7. That in as much as all the points urged by the petitio-
ner’s pleader before the Court of Sessions were not discussed
in the judgment and as Your Honour's petitioner’s petition of
appeal was in Bengali, the Hon'ble High Court came to the
conclusion that Your Honour’s petitioner had not denied that
he was the thrower of the bomb. Your Honour's petitioner
humbly submits that this was a misconception,

8. That from the judgment of the Hon'ble High Court it
would appear tuat though Your Honour's petitioner was
adjuged to be the thrower of the bomb, yet his criminality in
case he did not throw the bomb has also been discussed.
Your Honour's petitioner respectfully submits that from the
judgment of the Hon'ble High Court it seems to entertain a
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doubt as to whether Your Honour's petitioner actually threw
the bomb.

9. That accepting the findings of the learned Sessions Judge
and the Hon'ble High Court, there are in the judgments
expressions which convey some doubt as to whether Your
petitioner actually threw the bomb and in such a case
according to the precedent of Queen vs Babu Lall Jha
reported in IWR Criminal Rulings p. 48, the sentence of
death passed on Your Honour's petitioner may without
violence of any principle of law be commuted if Your Honour
is pleased to take a lenient view of the petitioner’s case.

10. That Your Honour's petitioner's father and mother
died long ago and as an orphan Your Honour’s petitioner
received very little education having read only upto 2nd
Class of the Entrance School at Midnapur.

11. That though not actually insane Your Honour’s
petitioner was known to be somewhat wrong in the head by
his teachers and school-fellows.

12. That Your Honour's petitioner is sincerely sorry for
the death of Mrs and Miss Kennedy.

13. That Your Honour's petitioner never had any personal
grudge or ill-feeling against Mr. D. H. Kingsford.

14. That Your Honour's petitioner met Dineshchandra at
the “Jugantar” office in Calcutta, that he exercised consider-
able influence over Your Honour's petitioner come to
Muzafferpur. Your Honour’s petitioner begs most humbly
to submit that he would never have come to this predica-
ment, if he had not met Dineshchandra, whose real name
Your Honour's petitioner subsequently learnt during the trial
to be Prafullachandra Chaki.

15. That Your Honour's petitioner never belonged to any
secret society and knows nothing about bomb, the revolvers
and cartridges found on Your Honour's petitioner which
were given to him by Prafullachandra Chaki.

16. That Your Honour's petitioner is only 19 years old

.and as yet inexperienced in the ways of the world, and can
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not think of dying so young , and if, according to the laws of
the country, any other punishment as can expiate the offence
of which the petitioner has been found guilty Your Honour's
petitioner is willing to undergo the same.

Your Honour's petitioner accordingly press for a
commutation of the sentence of death pas:ed against him by
the Additional Sessions Judge of Muzafferpur and confirmed
by the High Court and for this act of mercy Your Honour's
petitioner shall, as in duty-bound, ever pray.

Sd/- KHUDIRAM BOSE
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Khudiram s End . Died cheerful and smiling .
A Quiet Funeral

Khudiram’s execution took place at 6 A M this morning.
He walked to the gillows firmlv anl cheerfully and even
smiled when the cap was drawn over the head.

According to Khudiram’s wishes, Babu Kalidas Bose, his
pleader, applied for his body and the District Magistrate
permitted the funeral which was performed without any
demonstration. There were a few mourners who accom-
panted the body to the Ghat. The Road was lined by the
police and spectators and the crowd were kept off.

There was a quiet tuneral on the bank of the river Gandak.
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