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| know not how thou singest, my master! | ever listen in silent
amazement.

The light of thy music illumines the world. The life breath of thy
music runs from sky to sky. The holy stream of thy music breaks
through all stony obstacles and rushes on.

My heart longs to join in thy song, but vainly struggles for a

voice. | would speak, but speech breaks not into song, and | cry out
baffled. Ah, thou hast made my heart captive in the endless meshes

of thy music, my master!
[ Aretefer e 954: 23]

VI

Pluck this little flower and take it, delay not! | fear lest it droop
and drop into the dust.

I may not find a place in thy garland, but honour it with a touch
of pain from thy hand and pluck it. | fear lest the day end before | am

aware, and the time of offering go by.

Though its colour be not deep and its smell be faint, use this
flower in thy service and pluck it while there is time.

[ roterfer Mo 771: vq]
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When thou commandest me to sing it seems that my heart
would break with pride; and | look to thy face, and tears come to my
eyes.

All that is harsh and dissonant in my life melts into one sweet
harmony—and my adoration spreads wings like a glad bird on its

flight across the sea.

| know thou takest pleasure in my singing. | know that only as a
singer | come before thy presence.

| touch by the edge of the far-spreading wing of my song thy feet
which | could never aspire to reach.

Drunk with the joy of singing | forget myself and call thee friend
who art my lord.

sy | Arelefer


Kafi
Rectangle


AT IR

X

Here is thy footstool and there rest thy feet where live the
poorest, and lowliest, and lost.

When | try to bow to thee, my obeisance cannot reach down to
the depth where thy feet rest among the poorest, and lowliest, and

lost.

Pride can never approach to where thou walkest in the clothes of
the humble among the poorest, and lowliest, and lost.

My heart can never find its way to where thou keepest company
with the companionless among the poorest, the lowliest, and the
lost.

[ Mot Hre a54: y0q]

X

Leave this chanting and singing and telling of beads! Whom dost
thou worship in this lonely dark corner of a temple with doors all
shut? Open thine eyes and see thy God is not before thee!

He is there where the tiller is tilling the hard ground and where

the pathmaker is breaking stones. He is with them in sun and in
shower, and his garment is covered with dust. Put of thy holy mantle
and even like him come down on the dusty soil!

Deliverance? Where is this deliverance to be found? Our master

sve | Srorefe
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himself has joyfully taken upon him the bonds of creation; he is
bound with us all for ever.

Come out of thy meditations and leave aside thy flowers and
incense! What harm is there if thy clothes become tattered and
stained? Meet him and stand by him in toil and in sweat of thy brow.

[ rerefer e 954: 555]

Xl

The song that | came to sing remains unsung to this day.

| have spent my days in stringing and in unstringing my
instrument.

The time has not come true, the words have not been rightly set;
only there is the agony of wishing in my heart.

The blossom has not opened; only the wind is sighing by.

| have not seen his face, nor have | listened to his voice; only |
have heard his gentle footsteps from the road before my house.

The livelong day has passed in spreading his seat on the floor;
but the lamp has not been lit and | cannot ask him into my house.

| live in the hope of meeting with him; but this meeting is not yet.

[ Arerefera e w94: O]
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XV

My desires are many and my cry is pitiful, but ever didst thou
save me by hard refusals; and this strong mercy has been wrought
into my life through and through.

Day by day thou art making me worthy of the simple, great gifts
that thou gavest to me unasked—this sky and the light, this body and
the life and the mind—saving me from perils of overmuch desire.

There are times when | languidly linger and times when | awaken
and hurry in search of my goal; but cruelly thou hidest thyself from
before me.

Day by day thou art making me worthy of thy full acceptance by

refusing me ever and anon, saving me from perils of weak, uncertain
desire.

[ Trerefer e 773: Q]

XV

| am here to sing thee songs. In this hall of thine | have a corner
seat.

In thy world | have no work to do; my useless life can only break
out in tunes without a purpose.

When the hour strikes for thy silent worship at the dark temple

sy | Srerefer
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of midnight, command me, my master, to stand before thee to sing.

When in the morning air the golden harp is tuned, honour me,
commanding my presence.
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XVI

| have had my invitation to this world's festival, and thus my life
has been blessed. My eyes have seen and my ears have heard.

It was my part at this feast to play upon my instrument, and |
have done all | could.

Now, | ask, has the time come at last when | may go in and see
thy face and offer thee my silent salutation?

[ Morglr dre T7: 88]

XVII

| am only waiting for love to give myself up at last into his hands.
That is why it is so late and why | have been guilty of such omissions.
They come with their laws and their codes to bind me fast; but |
evade them ever, for | am only waiting for love to give myself up at

last into his hands.

People blame me and call me heedless; | doubt not they are right
in their blame.

The market day is over and work is all done for the busy. Those

who came to call me in vain have gone back in anger. | am only
waiting for love to give myself up at last into his hands.

[ Mrorsfera e 954: 3¢3]
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XVII

Clouds heap upon clouds and it darkens. Ah, love, why dost thou
let me wait outside at the door all alone?

In the busy moments of the noontide work | am with the crowd,
but on this dark lonely day it is only for thee that | hope.

If thou showest me not thy face, if thou leavest me wholly aside,
| know not how | am to pass these long, rainy hours.

| keep gazing on the far-away gloom of the sky, and my heart
wanders wailing with the restless wind.

[ Srerefed e 994: Sy

XIX

If thou speakest not | will fill my heart with thy silence and
endure it. | will keep still and wait like the night with starry vigil and
its head bent low with patience.

The morning will surely come, the darkness will vanish, and thy
voice pour down in golden streams breaking through the sky.

Then thy words will take wing in songs from every one of my

birds' nests, and thy melodies will break forth in flowers in all my
forest groves.

[ Mreiwfera Mo T73: Q)]
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XXII

In the deep shadows of the rainy July, with secret steps, thou
walkest, silent as night, eluding all watchers.

Today the morning has closed its eyes, heedless of the insistent
calls of the loud east wind, and a thick veil has been drawn over the

ever-wakeful blue sky.

The woodlands have hushed their songs, and doors are all shut at
every house. Thou art the solitary wayfarer in this deserted street.

Oh my only friend, my best beloved, the gates are open in my
house—do not pass by like a dream.

[ Mrerefera Ao 754: Svr]

XXIII

Art thou abroad on this stormy night on thy journey of love, my
friend? The sky groans like one in despair.

| have no sleep tonight. Ever and again | open my door and look
out on the darkness, my friend!

| can see nothing before me. | wonder where lies thy path!
By what dim shore of the ink-black river, by what far edge of the

frowning forest, through what mazy depth of gloom art thou
threading thy course to come to me, my friend?

[ Tretefer Me 774 20]
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XXIV

If the day is done, if birds sing no more, if the wind has flagged
tired, then draw the veil of darkness thick upon me, even as thou
hast wrapt the earth with the coverlet of sleep and tenderly closed
the petals of the drooping lotus at dusk.

From the traveller, whose sack of provisions is empty before the
voyage is ended, whose garment is torn and dustladen, whose

strength is exhausted, remove shame and poverty, and renew his life
like a flower under the cover of thy kindly night.

[ Trergfr Hre 954: 3¢q]

XXVI

He came and sat by my side but | woke not. What a cursed sleep
it was, O miserable me!

He came when the night was still; he had his harp in his hands,
and my dreams became resonant with its melodies.

Alas, why are my nights all thus lost? Ah, why do | ever miss his
sight whose breath touches my sleep?

[ Mot Mo T5a: U]
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XXVII

Light, oh where is the light? Kindle it with the burning fire of
desire!

There is the lamp but never a flicker of a flame—is such thy fate,
my heart? Ah, death were better by far for thee!

Misery knocks at thy door, and her message is that thy lord is
wakeful, and he calls thee to the love-tryst through the darkness of

night.

The sky is overcast with clouds and the rain is ceaseless. | know
not what this is that stirs in me—I know not its meaning.

A moment's flash of lightning drags down a deeper gloom on my
sight, and my heart gropes for the path to where the music of the

night calls me.

Light, oh where is the light! Kindle it with the burning fire of
desire! It thunders and the wind rushes screaming through the void.

The night is black as a black stone. Let not the hours pass by in the
dark. Kindle the lamp of love with thy life.

[ Aot e 974: 4]
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XXVIII

Obstinate are the trammels, but my heart aches when | try to
break them.

Freedom is all | want, but to hope for it | feel ashamed.
| am certain that priceless wealth is in thee, and that thou art my
best friend, but | have not the heart to sweep away the tinsel that

fills my room

The shroud that covers me is a shroud of dust and death; | hate
it, yet hug it in love.

My debts are large, my failures great, my shame secret and

heavy; yet when | come to ask for my good, | quake in fear lest my
prayer be granted.

[ Mol e 974: 38¢]

XXIX

He whom | enclose with my name is weeping in this dungeon. |
am ever busy building this wall all around; and as this wall goes up
into the sky day by day | lose sight of my true being in its dark
shadow.

| take pride in this great wall, and | plaster it with dust and sand

lest a least hole should be left in this name; and for all the care | take
| lose sight of my true being.

[ Mo fre 954: 389)
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XXX

| came out alone on my way to my tryst. But who is this that
follows me in the silent dark?

I move aside to avoid his presence but | escape him not.

He makes the dust rise from the earth with his swagger; he adds
his loud voice to every word that | utter.

He is my own little self, my lord, he knows no shame; but | am
ashamed to come to thy door in his company.

[ Treiel= Tre 773 s09)

XXXII

By all means they try to hold me secure who love me in this
world. But it is otherwise with thy love which is greater than theirs,
and thou keepest me free.

Lest | forget them they never venture to leave me alone. But day
passes by after day and thou art not seen.

If | call not thee in my prayers, if | keep not thee in my heart, thy
love for me still waits for my love.

[ Arerefer e 974: d¢ 3]
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XXIII

When it was day they came into my house and said, 'We shall
only take the smallest room here."'

They said, 'We shall help you in the worship of your God and
humbly accept only our own share in his grace'; and then they took
their seat in a corner and they sat quiet and meek.

But in the darkness of night | find they break into my sacred

shrine, strong and turbulent, and snatch with unholy greed the
offerings from God's altar.

[ Arerefer s 954 bo]

XXXIV

Let only that little be left of me whereby | may name thee my all.

Let only that little be left of my will whereby | may feel thee on

every side, and come to thee in everything, and offer to thee my love
every moment.

Let only that little be left of me whereby | may never hide thee.

Let only that little of my fetters be left whereby | am bound with

thy will, and thy purpose is carried out in my life—and that is the
fetter of thy love.

[ Arerefer e 94: dob]
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XXXVII

| thought that my voyage had come to its end at the last limit of
my power,—that the path before me was closed, that provisions
were exhausted and the time come to take shelter in a silent
obscurity.

But | find that thy will knows no end in me. And when old words

die out on the tongue, new melodies break forth from the heart; and
where the old tracks are lost, new country is revealed with its
wonders.

[ rerefer e 94: 28]

XXXV

That | want thee, only thee—let my heart repeat without end. All
desires that distract me, day and night, are false and empty to the
core.

As the night keeps hidden in its gloom the petition for light, even
thus in the depth of my unconsciousness rings the cry—'l want thee,
only thee'.

As the storm still seeks its end in peace when it strikes against

peace with all its might, even thus my rebellion strikes against thy
love and still its cry is—'l want thee, only thee'.

[ MrorefeR e 974: b
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XXXIX

When the heart is hard and parched up, come upon me with a
shower of mercy.

When grace is lost from life, come with a burst of song.
When tumultuous work raises its din on all sides shutting me out
from beyond, come to me, my lord of silence, with thy peace and

rest.

When my beggarly heart sits crouched, shut up in a corner, break
open the door, my king, and come with the ceremony of a king.

When desire blinds the mind with delusion and dust, O thou holy
one, thou wakeful, come with thy light and thy thunder.

[ Trergfer re v73: ev]

XLII

Early in the day it was whispered that we should sail in a boat,
only thou and |, and never a soul in the world would know of this our
pilgrimage to no country and to no end.

In that shoreless ocean, at thy silently listening smile my songs
would swell in melodies, free as waves, free from all bondage of

words.

Is the time not come yet? Are there works still to do? Lo, the
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evening has come down upon the shore and in the fading light the
seabirds come flying to their nests.

Who knows when the chains will be off, and the boat, like the
last glimmer of sunset, vanish into the night?

[ Trergfer Sfre w74 o]

XLV

Have you not heard his silent steps? He comes, comes, ever
comes.

Every moment and every age, every day and every night he
comes, COmes, ever comes.

Many a song have | sung in many a mood of mind, but all their
notes have always proclaimed, 'He comes, comes, ever comes.'

In the fragrant days of sunny April through the forest path he
comes, COmes, ever comes.

In the rainy gloom of July nights on the thundering chariot of
clouds he comes, comes, ever comes.

In sorrow after sorrow it is his steps that press upon my heart,
and it is the golden touch of his feet that makes my joy to shine.

[ reielem Mo 773: LY
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XLVI

| know not from what distant time thou art ever coming nearer
to meet me. Thy sun and stars can never keep thee hidden from me
for aye.

In many a morning and eve thy footsteps have been heard and
thy messenger has come within my heart and called me in secret.

| know not only why today my life is all astir, and a feeling of
tremulous joy is passing through my heart.

Itis as if the time were come to wind up my work, and | feel in
the air a faint smell of thy sweet presence.

[ ot Ao 54: ©8]

XLIX

You came down from your throne and stood at my cottage door.

| was singing all alone in a corner, and the melody caught your
ear. You came down and stood at my cottage door.

Masters are many in your hall, and songs are sung there at all
hours. But the simple carol of this novice struck at your love. One
plaintive little strain mingled with the great music of the world, and
with a flower for a prize you came down and stopped at my cottage
door.

[ Mroishr fre 794: @y
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LVI

Thus it is that thy joy in me is so full. Thus it is that thou hast
come down to me. O thou lord of all heavens, where would be thy
love if | were not?

Thou hast taken me as thy partner of all this wealth. In my heart
is the endless play of thy delight. In my life thy will is ever taking
shape.

[ frelefer Mo 77: 53]

LVIII

And for this, thou who art the King of kings hast decked thyself in
beauty to captivate my heart. And for this thy love loses itself in the
love of thy lover, and there art thou seen in the perfect union of two.
Let all the strains of joy mingle in my last song—the joy that

makes the earth flow over in the riotous excess of the grass, the joy
that sets the twin brothers, life and death, dancing over the wide
world, the joy that sweeps in with the tempest, shaking and waking
all life with laughter, the joy that sits still with its tears on the open
red lotus of pain, and the joy that throws everything it has upon the
dust, and knows not a word.

[ Mol Hre 974: 398]
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LIX

Yes, | know, this is nothing but thy love, O beloved of my heart—

this golden light that dances upon the leaves, these idle clouds sailing
across the sky, this passing breeze leaving its coolness upon my
forehead.

The morning light has flooded my eyes—this is thy message to
my heart. Thy face is bent from above, thy eyes look down on my
eyes, and my heart has touched thy feet.

[ retgfers Sfre w74 vo]

LXIII

Thou hast made me known to friends whom | knew not. Thou
hast given me seats in homes not my own. Thou hast brought the
distant near and made a brother of the stranger.

| am uneasy at heart when | have to leave my accustomed
shelter; | forget that there abides the old in the new, and that there
also thou abidest.

Through birth and death, in this world or in others, wherever
thou leadest me it is thou, the same, the one companion of my
endless life who ever linkest my heart with bonds of joy to the
unfamiliar.

When one knows thee, then alien there is none, then no door is

shut. Oh, grant me my prayer that | may never lose the bliss of the
touch of the one in the play of many.

[ Mretefea Mo 773 ©]
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LXV

What divine drink wouldst thou have, my God, from this
overflowing cup of my life?

My poet, is it thy delight to see thy creation through my eyes and
to stand at the portals of my ears silently to listen to thine own
eternal harmony?

Thy world is weaving words in my mind and thy joy is adding

music to them. Thou givest thyself to me in love and then feelest
thine own entire sweetness in me.

[ Mreiefera M 774: do]

LXVI

She who ever had remained in the depth of my being, in the

twilight of gleams and of glimpses; she who never opened her veils in
the morning light, will be my last gift to thee, my God, folded in my
final song.

Words have wooed yet failed to win her; persuasion has
stretched to her its eager arms in vain.

| have roamed from country to country keeping her in the core of

my heart, and around her have risen and fallen the growth and decay
of my life.
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Over my thoughts and actions, my slumbers and dreams, she
reigned yet dwelled alone and apart.

Many a man knocked at my door and asked for her and turned
away in despair.

There was none in the world who ever saw her face to face, and
she remained in her loneliness waiting for thy recognition.

[ AMrorefer e 974: 385

LVI

Is it beyond thee to be glad with the gladness of this rhythm? to
be tossed and lost and broken in the whirl of this fearful joy?

All things rush on, they stop not, they look not behind, no power
can hold them back, they rush on.

Keeping steps with that restless, rapid music, seasons come
dancing and pass away—colours, tunes, and perfumes pour in

endless cascades in the abounding joy that scatters and gives up and
dies every moment.

RICEERICE AV
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LXXIV

The day is no more, the shadow is upon the earth. It is time that |
go to the stream to fill my pitcher.

The evening air is eager with the sad music of the water. Ah, it
calls me out into the dusk. In the lonely lane there is no passer-by,
the wind is up, the ripples are rampant in the river.

| know not if | shall come back home. | know not whom I shall

chance to meet. There at the fording in the little boat the unknown
man plays upon his lute.

[ Trergfer ro v7: v]

LXXVII

| know thee as my God and stand apart—I do not know thee as
my own and come closer. | know thee as my father and bow before
thy feet—I do not grasp thy hand as my friend's.

| stand not where thou comest down and ownest thyself as mine,
there to clasp thee to my heart and take thee as my comrade.

Thou art the Brother amongst my brothers, but | heed them not,
| divide not my earnings with them, thus sharing my all with thee.

In pleasure and in pain | stand not by the side of men, and thus
stand by thee. | shrink to give up my life, and thus do not plunge into
the great waters of life.

[ releferm Mo 773: 53]
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LXXIX

If it is not my portion to meet thee in this life then let me ever

feel that | have missed thy sight—let me not forget for a moment, let
me carry the pangs of this sorrow in my dreams and in my wakeful
hours.

As my days pass in the crowded market of this world and my
hands grow full with the daily profits, let me ever feel that | have
gained nothing—let me not forget for a moment, let me carry the
pangs of this sorrow in my dreams and in my wakeful hours.

When [ sit by the roadside, tired and panting, when | spread my
bed low in the dust, let me ever feel that the long journey is still
before me—Ilet me not forget a moment, let me carry the pangs of
this sorrow in my dreams and in my wakeful hours.

When my rooms have been decked out and the flutes sound and
the laughter there is loud, let me ever feel that | have not invited

thee to my house—let me not forget for a moment, let me carry the
pangs of this sorrow in my dreams and in my wakeful hours.

[ Srerefer e 974: 28]

0 | Aroree


Kafi
Rectangle


AT IR

LXXXII

Mother, | shall weave a chain of pearls for thy neck with my tears
of sorrow.

The stars have wrought their anklets of light to deck thy feet, but
mine will hang upon thy breast.

Wealth and fame come from thee and it is for thee to give or to
withhold them. But this my sorrow is absolutely mine own, and when
| bring it to thee as my offering thou rewardest me with thy grace.

[ Treiefera Mo 979 do]

LXXXIV

It is the pang of separation that spreads throughout the world
and gives birth to shapes innumerable in the infinite sky.

It is this sorrow of separation that gazes in silence all nights from

star to star and becomes lyric among rustling leaves in rainy darkness
of July.

It is this overspreading pain that deepens into loves and desires,

into sufferings and joy in human homes; and this it is that ever melts
and flows in songs through my poet's heart.

[ Arerefer s 954: 819)
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LXXXV

When the warriors came out first from their master's hall, where
had they hid their power? Where were their armour and their arms?

They looked poor and helpless, and the arrows were showered
upon them on the day they came out from their master's hall.

When the warriors marched back again to their master's hall
where did they hide their power?

They had dropped the sword and dropped the bow and the
arrow; peace was on their foreheads, and they had left the fruits of

their life behind them on the day they marched back again to their
master's hall.

[ Srelefera Mo 779: d29)

XC

On the day when death will knock at thy door what wilt thou
offer to him?

Oh, | will set before my guest the full vessel of my life—I will
never let him go with empty hands.

All the sweet vintage of all my autumn days and summer nights,
all the earnings and gleanings of my busy life will | place before him
at the close of my days when death will knock at my door.

[ Treterfers e 773 358]
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XCl

O thou the last fulfilment of life, Death, my death, come and
whisper to me!

Day after day | have kept watch for thee; for thee have | borne
the joys and pangs of life.

All that | am, that | have, that | hope and all my love have ever
flowed towards thee in depth of secrecy. One final glance from thine
eyes and my life will be ever thine own.

The flowers have been woven and the garland is ready for the

bridegroom. After the wedding the bride shall leave her home and
meet her lord alone in the solitude of night.

[ Trorgfera e 972: Sdv]
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XCVI

When | go from hence let this be my parting word, that what |
have seen is unsurpassable.

| have tasted of the hidden honey of this lotus that expands on
the ocean of light, and thus am | blessed—let this be my parting
word.

In this playhouse of infinite forms | have had my play and here
have | caught sight of him that is formless.

My whole body and my limbs have thrilled with his touch who is

beyond touch; and if the end comes here, let it come—let this be my
parting word.

[ Mretefera Mo 773: 58]

XCVII

When my play was with thee | never questioned who thou wert. |
knew nor shyness nor fear, my life was boisterous.

In the early morning thou wouldst call me from my sleep like my
own comrade and lead me running from glade to glade.

On those days | never cared to know the meaning of songs thou
sangest to me. Only my voice took up the tunes, and my heart

danced in their cadence.

Now, when the playtime is over, what is this sudden sight that is
come upon me? The world with eyes bent upon thy feet stands in

awe with all its silent stars.
[ ArerefeR e 774: Uy
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Cll

In one salutation to thee, my God, let all my senses spread out
and touch this world at thy feet.

Like a rain-cloud of July hung low with its burden of unshed
showers let all my mind bend down at thy door in one salutation to

thee.

Let all my songs gather together their diverse strains into a single
current and flow to a sea of silence in one salutation to thee.

Like a flock of homesick cranes flying night and day back to their
mountain nests let all my life take its voyage to its eternal home in
one salutation to thee.

[ Aot e 954: 381]

o | Arerefe


Kafi
Rectangle




