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the name of Farrukh Ahmed stands foremost among the
modern poets of East Pakistan.
['Dilruba,’ 1958]
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A whole group of poets of merit thus emerged. These poets,

known today as the poets of the Thirties, were rather

young in years and the most renowned amongst them are

Farrukh Ahmed, the poet of Shat Shagarer Manjhi.'
[Preface, Poems from East Bengal, 1954]
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Prominent among the first group is Farrukh Ahmed, and
one of -the most prolific too. His poetry is of utmost
significance, because for nearly two decades he,perhaps
more than any other poet, has sought to restore the
contact between Individual senibility and traditional
culture., He has sought the sources of tradition in two
directions: one, Islam, its Prophet and saints, and two, the
myths and romances which have a Muslim setting.
"Sirajam Munira" is the result of the first expedition, "Shat
Sagarer Majhi". is the result of the second, and, as is to be
expected, the myths and romances prove to the better field
for poetic treatment than history. Though the poems of the
two volumes belong to the same period, the myth-poems
show better workmanship than the poems of faith and
homage. One reason why this is so may be that the
"Sirajam Munira” Poems belong to the same family of
poetry to which belong Satyen Datta’'s poems on Gandhiji
and Jesus Christ and Nazrul Islam's poems on C.R. Das

and Khalid. these poems keep a middle flight, are long and
loud, energetic and hortatory. In his other volume Farrukh
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was writing so nobody else before him had written. Here we
have the essence of pureu romanticism, with the notable
exception of the poem named 'Lash’. Poetry in this volume
is highly sensuous and evocative. One can possibley say
that the later sonnets (including "Dilruba”) have descended
from this volume, while the satires and poems of social
passion descend form "Sirajam Munira.” The shadowy
sailors of the myth-poems ply their ships in shadowy
waters, they talk about Baghdad, symbolising settled and
slothful life. Life on the high seas is full of toils and
rewards as the merchandize. They carry is rich beyond
description,
Farrukh has great command over verbal music, and one
can always expect a memorable line, and the ability to
write such lines is one of the signs of a true poet. But his
pelicity with words occasionally proves to be a doubtful
gift. When for example, the primary requirement is
precision and exactness of expression, he easily achieves
musicality without attaining the other, and more
important, objective. This can be felt particularly in
"Dilruba”. a sonnet sequence where a faint outline of a
theme of personal emotion is suggested. But nothing can
be personal without being particular and in these sonnets
a certain vagueness and generality of emotion blurs the
picture. the intimacy of tone one expects in love poetry is
lost in a some what full-throated rhetoric. Taken as a
whole the "Dilruba" sonnest must be reckoned a failure
through always rich in verbal music and occasionally in
striking images.

G} 2RI TGN IR IAFIF  wrEneim o wem | 6

PHS IEAREA :
Our contemporary poets, can, I feel, be divided into three
groups : (a) the Revivalists (b) The Impressionists and (c)
The Neoexistentialists. The first group belive in making
their poetry fit with the ideology of the state. They are, at
once, idealists and romantics in as much as they aspire to
enliven the present by resuscitating the glories of the past.
Mr. Siddiqui was right in considering Farrukh Ahmed the
most prominent among them. Farrukh is prominent
because he has deep religious feelings and is very prolific
too. Farrukh Ahmed's individuality lies in the fact that his
emotions are centred in his conception of the ideal State
and the ideal way of life. His "Sat Sagarer Majhi" which was
published just before the establishment of Pakistan, is
marked by romanticism; "Sirajam Munira" is full of
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religlous and moral principles.

A feeling of frustration born of the gorwing suspicion that
his ideals are unrealisible has forced Farrukh Ahmed to
take to the writing of satire latterly. "Nasihatnama" and
"Tasbirnama" Are cases in point.

AFAH FIeL- A% W@ AP AR | JHDAT FAX TS

AN e ;

‘Farrukh Ahmed's satires are flrect, vigorous and
aggressive. As a satiriost he writes under the pen-name of
Hayt Darag Khan Pakisani.

W AN G2 AITTT AR S I -

Farrukh Ahmed also has written some satires
characterised by skilful workmanship.

BIATTX AIF P SR 390 12 | OIS FIPL-2oTeR <6
E-3: I

Munier Chowdhury and Farrukh Ahmed have shown their
skill in writing satirical plays. Farrukh’'s "Raj Rajra" has
the qualities and deficiencies of Ben Jonson's “Every man
is His Humour". the poet in "Raj Rajra" is almost a
prototype of the sonneteer Samuel Daniel in "Every man In
His Humour". Farrukh Ahmed wants to hold the king,
Habu Chandra and his Prime Minister, Gabu Chandra,
upto ridicule and with that purpose in view, exaggerates
them to the extent of making them into caricatures. But
these are not mere types in as much as they behave, at
times, like normal human beings. The dramatist maintains
his detachment and lets hid poet, who voices his protest
against the foolish regime, have his human frailties as well.
It the play the playwright has tried to make a fairy tale
stand for a modern theme. This is a limitation. And
consequently naturalness has suffered. Still, like Michaeal
Dutt's "Buro Shaliker Ghare Ro" and "Ekal Ki Bale
Shabhhota,"” "Raj Rajra" promises to be a success on the

stage.

Q YITAL AT ZI0 N2 FIFLT “CCTA @ YTON” FGAGT (e

fRifee et 3037 | FIH W

I' have developed this belief that Bengali Drama should be
written in blank verse (Amritakshar Chhanda). But the
change should be gradual; wrote Michael Madhusudan
Dutt to his friend Rajnarayan Bose. the models before the
poet were the plays of the European dramatists.---In this
context,. Farrukh Ahmed's recent play "Naufel O Hatem"
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written in blank verse can be reckoned as a novel and
adventurous undertaking.
--A play should not only resemble reality but also create an
illusion, or some hallucination, as Shaw calls it. Dialogue
like other requisites of the stage. vij, decorations, acting
and arrangement of light, helps create the necessary
illusion. Has not the poetic prose style of J.M. Synge been
acclaimed in modern times? But the illusion has also its
limits. The dramatists has the responsibility of restraing
himself within those limits. If in his "Naufel O Hatem"
Farrukh has been indicated the way in which this problem
could be solved, he has indeed enriched our literature.
The play has undoubted dramatic and poetic qualities. We
need not be sceptical about its suitability for the stage,
either. But the play has certain flaws, as well. It does not
open satisfactorily and Hatim appearance seems rather too
abrupt.
Hatim's feelings, moreover, though humanitarian are not
so human. He is more noble than lovable. compared with
him.
Naufels' character appears more natural. Since a good
dramatist does not allow his antagonist to outshine the
protagonist,, this must be considered a flaw in the play. Its
technique is also not modem. Had the poetic qualities of
the play been complemented by technical excellence.
"Naufel O Hatem" would have been a great cration. But still
the play may not prove unsuccessful on the stage. What is
important about "Naufel O Hatem" is not so much the
excellence it has achieved as a drama as the possibilities it
seems to open up before us.

@ SRTTI SRR eifon ezdigae! JAfRe :
Mention must be made of an interesting experiment in
verse drama called "Naufel O Hatem" by one of our well-
known poets, Farrukh Ahmed. Any one who reads it will be
struck by its stylised diction far removed from ordinary
speech. But we all know that in our times a verse play can
succeed only when the dramatist follows the
Wordsworthian maxim that the language of poetry should
be as close as possible to the language of ordinary
conversation. Secondly, the play is so over-written that the
dialogue hardly leaves any scope for framatic action.
Thirdly, it has almost all the defects of the didactic plays of
which we are so fond.
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SHLO T WYF (TGHIT (TFTT SNGIT 'Pakistan Review' *i%R
wiqWfd A" 'FARRUKH AHMED : The Representative of East
Pakistan' W 93f &3% Frifew | w294 9w BfF [Reiw @
@ 2 AfeeFs s :
In Farrukh, we find a deviation from the main trend of
Benglal lterature. He is an execption to the process of its
evolution. Bengali poetry may be said to have its origin in
Buddhistic Duha. It then passed on to Vaishnbava
Padabali, then on to Mungul kavya, then to the Epic stage.
From Epic it passed on to the lyric stage and attained the
gigantic development in the hand of Rabibdranath. It now
strives to be freed from it. Nazrul Islam has infused it with
a heroic respect for humanity. Jasim has enriched it with
the idylls of village life. Very recently these have been

attemps to enrich it with the traditions of the past, in
imitation of T.S. Eliot, by Vishnu De and others. There are
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clarion calls of the communists for class-struggle as we
find it in Subhas Muckerjee and others. But Farrukh has
not travelled in that historical line. His poetry has found
life and inspiration from the Tawhid preached by Islam. In
his poems, thought is much more important than
language. His main theme is the necessity of Tawhid for
the salvation of humanity. He is always desirous to bring
back and realize that period of history in which once tawid
flourished.

The technique that is adopted by him is neither that of an
epic not of a lyric. In the strong structure and wide field of
epic. he has introduced the sweet tune of lyric and has
thereby invented a new style. Though in lofty thought it
has similarity with the epic, yet the atomsphere suggested
is not light. In thought he is the direct descendent of Jalal-
uddin Rumi and Igbal.

His poetry is not recreationl but recreative. In every poem
of his, there is an appeal for the betterment of humanity.
But inspite of all these, his verse is not didactic.
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