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There’s a palace in Florence, the world knows well,
And a statue watches it from the square,
And this story of both do our townsmen tell,
Ages ago, a lady there,
At the farthest window facing the East
Asked, ‘Who rides by with the royal air?
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» The Quintessence of Ibsenism.
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Our heroic friend sums up for us, in other words, and has always

summed up, the life of the mind and the life of the senses alike, taken

together, in the most irrepressible freedom of either, and, after that

fashion, positively lives for us, carries on experience for us...,
Shé..is sole and single in this, that she takes charge of those of
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the interests of man which most dispose him to fraternise with him-
self, to pervade all his possibilities and to taste all his faculties, and
in consequence to find and to make the earth a friendlier, an casier,
and specially a more various sojourn...

She has gardened where the soil of humanity has been most
grateful and the aspect, so® to call it, most toward the sun, and there
at the high and yet mild and fortunate centre, she has grown the
precious, intimate, the nourishing, finishing things that she has in-
exhaustively scattered abroad. >
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» The Book of France, Macmillan & Co., 1915.
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And we have all so taken them from her, so expected them trdm
her as our right, to the point that she would have seemed positively to
fuil of a passed pledge to help us to happiness if she had disappointed
us, this has been because of her treating us to the impression of genius
as no nation since the Greeks has treated the watching world and
because of our feeling that genius at that intensity is infallible.
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Bengal produced in the last century a man of colossal intellect
and marvellous clairvoyance— Rajah Ram Mohan Roy.. British
India up to now.has not produced a greater mind, and he remains
for all time the supreme representative of the spirit of the new
age and the genius of our ancient land. He looked at European
civilisation from the pinnacle of Indian culture and saw and
welcomed all that was living and life-giving in it.
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The exquisite structure at Fathpur-Sikri known as Raja
Birbal's house was erected in 1571 or 1572, . The beauty and
lavishness of the decoration testify to the intensity of Akbar’s
affection for the Raja,

The proximity of his beautiful house in the palace of Fathpur-
Sikri to the stables has suggested the hypothesis that he may have
been Master of Horse.
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The disaster appears to have been due in large part to his
folly and inexperience. Akbar made a serious mistake in sending
such people as Birbal and the Hakim to command military forces
operating in a difficult country against a formidable enemy.
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He seems to have frankly run away in a vain attempt to save

his life.
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Birbal also, who had fled from fear of his life, was slain, and
entered the row of the dogs in hell, and thus got something for
the abominable deeds he had done during his lifetime.

TS 2T 117 AR (20T O T90S 2%, O T @ F91e ]
S X (4, TRA TIUOHE S AW 9F WG [0 FAw FIEA
w el TEieew | AR FRE faiq o Fared wrew wer, wa
feln o I IACS AT IJEF WA Q N1 W@ W W e



48 IR

ue’, I39 F303 ® Birbal’s House 153 7w emsmy, @1 ammeive
feer treem 1R, 9y TmzRe toww fq1 wEaw Imein Sfew o
et 3t @fexriae e e ST 23, Tl A O A AT A
= 71, ¢t Teamm v e S A !

I A e KATHCS H FRIG | [ APAM®A @ W q¥, €17
oM TF TIUCHT ZCS ®-WL10 TIHACWN CWIUPH EEN FERTREW, O
TEAR RGIREN! R I @ REE SRE gEe i AFReAEE &
fereatem, it seems to me, T1F #uOTE ey €y FUT @B— f

In the conflict 500 men perished. Among them was Rajah
Birbal, whose loss the Emperor greatly deplored. \
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This than was soon left behind by Birbal, that bastard, and by
Shaik Abul-Fazal.
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The daily prayers, the fasts and prophecies were all
pronounced delusions, as being opposed to scnse. Reason and not
revelation was declared to be the basis of religion.
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The whole gist of the regulations was to further the adoption
of Hindu, Jaina, and Parsee practices, while discouraging or
positively prohibiting essential Muslim rites.
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The French taste is in itself so good that the on of Paris— that
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the most unusual individual.»
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It would be quite unjust to accuse Subandhu of indecency or
savagery as onc distinguished editor did. To apply mid-Victorian
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misleading. Indian writers, not excluding Kalidasa, indulge habi-
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assert that they must be approved or condemned on artistic
grounds alone. There is all the world of difference between what
we find in the great poets of India and the frank dclight of Martial
and Petronius in descriptions of immoral scenes.>
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What is essential is to assert that they must be approved or
condemned on artistic grounds.
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Indian authors having omitted to give any detailed description
of the savage invaders who ruthlessly oppressed their country for
three quarters of a century, recourse must be had to European
writers to obtain a picture of the devastation wrought and the
terror caused to scttled communitics by the fierce barbarians.
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The original accounts are well summarised by Gibbon :

The numbers, the strength, the rapid motions ahd the implaca-
ble cruclty of the Huns, were felt and drcaded and magnified by
the astonished Goths, who beheld their fields and villages
consumed with flames and deluged with indiscriminate slaughter.
To these real terrors, they added the surprise and abhorrence
which were excited by the shrill voice, the uncouth gestures, and
the strange deformity of the Huns. They were distinguished from
the rest of the human species by their broad shoulders, flat noses
and small black eyes, deeply buried in their head ; and as they
were almost destitute of beards, they never enjoyed the manly
graces of youth or the venerable aspect of age.
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The greatest blot on his character was relentless bigotry. The
wholesale destruction of temples was not the best method of con-
ciliating the Hindus of a conquered district.
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2 Cambridge History of India, vol. 3, p. 246.




ML aEEE faeia ot 384
e e Afegiaw fAewm wniv A=ey oA W w—

The accounts of his conquests resemble those of the prota-
gonists of Islam in India. Sikandar Lodi’s mind was warped by
habitual association with theologians.
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Sikandar had an opportunity whilc at Sambul of displaying
the bigotry which was a prominent feature of his character. A
Brahman of Bengal cxcited some interest and, among precisians,
much indignation, by publicly maintaining that the Mahomedan
and Hindu religions were both true, and were but different paths by
which God might be approached. A’zam-i-Humayun, governor of
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Bihar, was directed to send the daring preacher and two rival
doctors of Islamic law to court, and theologians were summoned
from various parts of the kingdom to consider whether it was
permissible to preach peace. They decided that since the Brahman
bad admitted the truth of Islam, he should be invited to embrace
it with the alternative of death in the event of refusal. The decision
commended itself to Sikandar and the penalty was exacted from
the Brahman, who refused to change his faith.
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This is a strong fortress, and many former Sultans had been
ambitious of taking it. Sher Khan Afghan (Sher Shah) besieged
it for a year, but was killed in the attempt to take it, as has been
narrated in the history of his reign. During the interregnum of
the Afghans, Raja Ram Chunder had purchased the fort at a high
price from Bijilli Khan, the adopted son (Pisan-i-khwanda) of
Bihar Khan Afghan.»

O3 I AT AW W, AP 135,161 ¥t FANET AN AHo7
G2 Tei42 @ I/ IS IAEHES 1T F@ G (MATRER, TSI
TVRE €@ Tolq @ F@ INAAI-ARA SN IR TR TTAY HWAT
v o, Tew Tig Torer fagria 3t wea ToR o7 Tolq a9 =@
TR T R MR VW TR RS 2688 oUW, i@ At A3
TEIE T AL FNART TP IET | NG HN S FAT ATHI
T O Ol TEH A, A AR AT ANGALE oI II  FNASA-T,5
F I, TN TR I@A qTE AB | Renid ¥l FAAEd /AR
TOW Hge W@ "AMSHRT A7 o TEITE, «@ AR [T 77
REIME T ACTT AGTALETHIATG  HANE T 9§ ZCSH | &F
TIOT, @ ARFWE T1HS 2@ Gy REOTAG N IR 2R
ool AT TSTA INAT TR (3P T WS | NI AL AT
OF YT L ST AGTAONE TFEo O 1790 ILE |

ey e T Az IwteEw, g SR T oz IS
T VAR O W1 @w-T3, IEcEs srRyes fqommwee et o
TN FTA NI 4N IR IANS A FARE |

» Elliots’ History of India, vol. 1, p. 333.
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