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“We all know that in this world which has been at the mercy
of disorder and injustice nothing is easier than opposing one
another, We all know the questions tending to separate us in
two camps, making us deaf and blind. It is for this reason that
1 want to affirm, above all, that we have not made such a long
journey, that we have not crossed so many skies and that we
have not come to your islands so full of human virtues that we
can learn here what divides us, We are not here to solve poli-
tical problems on which we shall never come to agreement and
which is not our field of activity, but to render service to those
human values which are our common heritage, even when we
are separated from one another by the confusion of events and
by the political structure, by ideologies and by myths..... .. The
President of the P, E. N. ought not to behave like a man of
politics—a man of politics devoid of all powers who is destined
to serve those who are truly powerful, but he ought to behave
as a writer....... I did my best only to be a w-iter who represents
the writers of all parts of the world and I have never taken any
particular position toward various events except when the liberty
and even the life of some of our collegues seemed to be in danger.
...... The liberty of spirit is an eternal conquest. It is not within
our capacity to maintain this against all the dangers, but we
nevertheless have the duty to protest each time certain people
among us are exposed to danger merely because of their saying
what they believe just. It is the menace of the sword which
indicates the moment for us to be up and in action....We should,
in fact, be capable of maintaining our unity and maintaining this
unity, we may have to accomplish certain duties..,...”" (André
Chamson)
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“The Communism of the Stalin era created many myths.
Recent times have seen life itself, and personal freedom, depen-
dent on the sentence of a powerful deity and on the whim of a
galaxy of vindictive demons. We have no certainty that the
era will not be repeated. How, then, shall we give battle to such
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resurgent demons ? Apt here is the well-known answer of
Confucius to disciples who questioned him concerning the roles
of deities and demons ;: “Have as little to do with them as
possible. First study how you may live with your fellow men
in peace, justice and love.” When asked what he would do
first for the people, he replied, “feed and enrich them” ; what
next, he replied, “‘educate them.” This rationalistic programme,
which exercised an important influence on eighteenth century
Europe, is today acquiring a new actuality. On whether victory
goes to the old deities and demons of totalitarianism, or to free,
rationalistic human thought, depends not only the immediate
fate of many Chinese and Polish intellectuals—but also the future
of the ideology of socialist humanism.” ( Antoni Slonimski )
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“We found it impossible to reject the Gandhian way. We
also found it impossible to reject the modern or, for that matter,
the western. Did this mean that we accepted what we could
not reject ? That was also impossible. For one thing we were
disenchanted with the modern West, disillusioned after World
War ], sickened after World War II. For another we were not
sure that in following the Gandhian way we would not undo a
century and half of evolution and return to the Middle Ages.
There are wild men in India who care nothing for Non-violence
and Truth and whose one object is to restore the good old
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days of the privileged castes of India. Modernisation is there-
fore a stern necessity and it must be carried out with a firm
hand. But the means towards this end should not be unfair or
evil. Enforced modernisation cannot Jead to a flowering of the
spirit...We are passing through much inner travail. We have
the feeling that in the process of modernisation we are moving
further and further not only from our enemy, medievalism, but
also from our friend, Gandhism... Great masses of men have
been enfranchised. If they, in their impatience, throw to the
winds their traditional reverence for life and respect for truth,
ceasing to distinguish between right and wrong, their country’s
modernisation will only land it in greater disaster. Their rulers
should be well-advised to guard against disaster by ruling out
violent and untruthful means. On the other hand there should
be no undue delay in the evolution of the country. Rapid evolu-
tion is the only substitute for revolution. While we must not lose
our soul for the world we should not lose the world for the sake
of the soul. For a disinherited people long exploited by foreign
and indigenous elements this is also necessary. I have tried to
give a picture of what is in the mind of the writers of India at
the present day. A struggle is in progress in that mind between
the modern, the traditional and the Gandhian ways of life. A
satisfactory modus vivendi may be worked out some day but what
we have today is an unreal compromise not worthy of serious
scrutiny. There can be no great art or literature unless a solid
foundation is laid in truth and love ...India’s age-old preoccupa-
tion with the eternal verities, with the first and the last things,
will never take a secondary place or fade away. The best that
is in her is permanently attuned to these verities ...The inherent
contradictions between the modern way and the Gandhian way
will increasingly come to the fore. Writers will perbaps be forced
to make a choice between the two and it will be an agonising
choice to make either way. Western writers have no such agony
ahead of them. Here we have to carry the masses with us one
way or the other or become completely inconsequential.”

(Annada Sankar Ray)
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“India has lavished the treasures of her literature on all the
countries of Southern and Eastern Asia. From Siberia to
Indonesia and from Afghanistan to Japan, Buddhist missionaries
have spread the knowledge of the sacred writings of their faith.
And, together with Buddhist legends and poems, they have made
known to the Eastern world Hindu thought and Hindu art, so
that not only Buddhist narratives but also many other Indian
tales and stories have found their way to China, Japan, Tibet
and meny other regions, The Buddha Jayanti Festivals in
Delhi (1956) have shown how much all nations of Asia feel
themselves indebted to India and how inspiring and stirring the
idea of San-go-ku istill is in our time, the idea that the three
countries India, China and Japan have much in common becauss
of their Buddhist heritage.” (Helmuth von Glasenapp)
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“Buddha’s teaching calls for such a grand view of life that
every other doctrine must seem rather small when compared with



L iMhi< go

it. In this wonderful and incomparable conception of the world
the most profound of philosophers, the most magnificently
successful of scientists, the most extravagantly imaginative artist
and the man whose heart is most, widely open to all that
breathes and suffers can find an abiding place.”
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“Finally a word on what Italy may have to offer to thg. East.
The world view dominant in Italy is that of Renaissance
humanism. It is a view which puts at the centre of the world
not religion, an ideology of the state or society but Man, and
which helps man to stand above any oppression or domination.
The Italian Renaissance concerned of man as the most beautiful
plant in nature not to be limited by any outward force and to be
left to grow according to his own genius, with all its contradict-
ions, deficiencies and qualities. This view is found in all the
masterpieces of Italian literature and also, perhaps more humbly,
yet in a clear enough way, in the film and in contemporary
literature and thought.” (Alberto Moravia)
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“All of Europe had fallen into that folly where to live, one
often lost every reason to live. I was in a state of despair.
- Chance put before me a lecture delivered by a Hindu writer in
Japan, It was the message to Japan of Sir Rabindranath Tagore.”
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“Then, I submit, we prayed the same prayer for our country.
Such is what is called ‘influence.” I can evaluate to this day
what at that moment in my life, in 1916, were what Tagore
called the ‘counsels of one man to another.” (Jean Guehenno)
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to the Orient for having helped me back on the path of Man.”
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“Swallow, my sister, O sister swallow,

How can thy heart be full of the spring ?...

O swallow, sister, O fair swift swallow,

Why wilt thou fly after spring to the south.,.”
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