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TIREDNESS

Benumbed is my heart and grown dumb with pain.
Like the lotus-bud unable to respond to the cold night’s call
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Or the lonely bird reluctant to return to its nest :
Likewisc, my mind no longer sccks its [reedom in words.

When all tunes are silenced. the stars get errant

All [celing is extinguished by hard. repeated shocks.
The bird shows no signs of lite and is wholly unlit

To let its wings wrestle with the night’s stormy winds.

Like the Unfortunate bird is the state of my heart

Bloodied. This woe-begone lile long (o get back

The spirit’s assistance and the joyous surprise ol fresh creation.
Speed swilt and unimpeded. the foree of thunder in the [ree wind
But in this death-tormented shade of night

I find all my savings arc gone and emptiness closing in on me.

A WINTER MORNING
AT SYLHET RAILWAY STATION

Within the fence of darkness no stirrings arc heard

of men or animals. Reaching Jalalabad I notice

the night, like a wet blanket. has entirely covered

All the lights of all the throughfares ol the world.

The northern wind has all the sharpness of an Iranian knife

And [alls rthlessly on the bare tree-tops, every minute

Its touch sends a shiver through the empty platform ;—
On a February dawn

All life in Sylhet is reduced to silence and sleep

The glowworm, too. is silenced by the sighting wind
The birds sleep quictly in their nests (death descends disguised
In the idoatorous darkness). lile makes little response :
In silent waiting. the carth strives to be a murmurous echo.
Then. at the end of the waiting. a welcome surprise
Like a saint’s reposclul smile dancer breaks out hopefully.
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The ¢grandeur of melancholy. so inseparable from romanticism. is
triumphantly evident in Tiredness and A winter morning at Sxlher
Rathvay Station. In the former poem, the poet is close 1o despair and.
what is unusual with him. he does not try (o rectily it with a clearly
optimistic utterance. In lines ten to twelve ol this well-constructed
sonnct. the pocet. of course. speaks of the possibility of recovering the
spirit’s assurance but the final impression is one ol helplessness and
defeat. The winter morning at Sxvthet Railway Station. which so well
catches the intimidating quictness ol the scene, happily ends on an
optimistic note. Furrukh Ahmed is clearly more a poct of life rather
than of death and his laith in a better future for mankind remains

generally unshaken through all the body ol his poetry.
| FOUR POETS FROM BANGLADESH. translated into English and
edited by ABU RUSHD. March 1984 |
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